
The Role of Mothers in Islam 

Mention of kind attitude towards parents comes soon after the mention of Tawheed/ of Allah 
  
“Remember when we took a pledge from the children of Isra’eel: ‘Worship none but Allah: be good 
to your parents and kinsfolk…” (Verse 83 of Surah Baqarah says) 
   
“Your Lord has commanded that you should worship none but Him, and that you be kind to your 
parents. If either or both of them reach old age with you, say no word that shows impatience with 
them, and do not be harsh with them, but speak to them respectfully and lower your wing in 
humility towards them in kindness and say, ‘Lord have mercy on them, just as they cared for me 
when I was little.”  (Verse 23-24 of Surah Bani Isra’eel) 
   
“We have commanded people to be good to their parents: their mothers carried them, with strain 
upon strain, and it takes two years to wean them. Give thanks to Me and your parents – all will 
return to me.” (verse 14 of Surah Luqmaan) 
  
Once a companion came to Prophet (SAW) and submitted: “Yaa Rasul Allah, who deserves the kind 
attitude most?” Prophet (SAW) advised: “Mother”. The companion asked again and again and got the 
same answer. When he asked the fourth time, Prophet (SAW) said: “Father.” [Bukhari] 
  
Prophet (SAW) said that Paradise lies beneath the feet of the mother. Once a companion sought 
Prophet (SAW)’s permission to participate in the Jihaad. Prophet (SAW) asked if his mother was still 
living? Getting the answer in the affirmative, Prophet (SAW) advised him to look after and attend to 
his mother as Paradise is close to her feet. [Ibne Majah, Nisa’ee]  
  
Once Prophet (SAW) mentioned four major sins and the disobedience of the mother topped the list, 
and he (SAW) added that Allah (SWT) has defined the disobedience of the mother as 
Haraam/forbidden. Hence Islam mandates that unless the mother asks for something against the 
dictates of religion, she should always be obeyed. Prophet (SAW) said that obedience to parents is a 
must unless there is a clash between their demands and the command of Allah (SWT). The Creator is 
to be obeyed and not the created. 
  
Once a companion embraced Islam, but his mother did not. She asked her son: “How does your 
Prophet treat his mother?” He replied: “Prophet (SAW) commands to treat the mother with respect 
and kindness.” But the mother went on hunger strike and insisted her son to give up Islam. The son 
came to Prophet (SAW) and submitted to him his dilemma. Prophet (SAW) advised him that it was 
equally important to adhere to his Faith and feeding the mother. The companion had to listen to 
mother’s taunts and harsh language, yet he continued to attend to his mother with respect and 
kindness and remained steadfast on Islam at the same time. 
 

Ref:  Taken from  Status of Woman in Islam by Shaykh Ahmed Abdul Mujeeb Qasmi Nadvi, translated 

by Muhammad Owais Jafrey.  http://www.islameasy.org/K225_WomenInIslam.php  
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