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EXCUSE FOR NOT ATTENDING
THE CONGREGATION

It has been reported that Hadrat Umar (Radi Allaahu
Ta'ala Anhu) called the Aazan on a cold, windy night
then added, "Say Salaah in your dwellings.” Then he
said: When it was a cold, rainy night, ALLAAH's
messenger used to command the muazzin to say,
*Say Salaah in your dwellings." [Bukhari-Muslim]

IMAMATE
{Leading to perform Salaah)

THE RIGHT AND DUTY OF THE IMAM

Hadrat Abdullah bin Umar {Radi Allaahu Ta'ala Anhu)
narrated that the Prophet said: Make those your Imam
who are the best among you, for they are your
representatives before ALLAAH [Daraqutni-Baihagi]

Hadrat Abu Masud Ansari (Radi Allaahu Ta'ala Anhu})
narrated ALLAAH's messenger as saying, “The one
of you who is most versed in ALLAAH's Book should
act as Imam for the people; but if they are equally
versed in reciting it, then the one who has most
knowledge regarding the Sunnah, if they are equal
regarding the Sunnah, then the earliest of them to
emigrate, if they emigrated at the same time, then
the oldest of them. No man must lead another in
prayer where the later has authority, or sit in his place
of honour in his house, without his permission.”

[Muslim]

Hadrat Abdullah Ibn Umar (Radi Allaahu Ta'ala Anhu)
narrated that Prophet said: Whoever leads Salaah
must fear ALLAAH and realize that he is responsible
for the Salaah performed by his mugtadis (followers).
He will be questioned about his responsibility. If he
led the Salaah well, he will get a reward equal to the
total reward of all the mugtadis (followers) without
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any thing being diminished from their (mugtadis)

reweard., if there is any error or deficiency in the Salaah,

its responsibility will be on the Imam.
Mujam-Tabarani-Ma'riful Hadis]

CONSIDERATION FOR THE MUQTADIS
(FOLLOWERS)

Hadrat Abu Hurairah (Radi Allaahu Ta'ala Anhu)
narrated ALLAAH's messenger as saying, “When one
of you leads the people in Salaah he should be brief,
for among them are the sick, the weak and the aged.
But when one of you performs Salaah by himself, he
may performs Salaah as long as he likes.
[Bukhari-Muslirm]

SAYING THE DU'A QUIETLY

Some ulama hold that while remembering ALLAAH
(ZIKR) and making supplication (Dua) for any purpose,
it is best to do so quietly, whether one is Imam or
performs Salaah by himself. The Prophets doing so
loudly so intended to educate the Ummah.
And if on any occasion, the Imam thinks it advisable
to do so loudly, it is not only correct but also preferable.

Madarijun Nubuwah]

GUIDANCE FOR THE MUQTADIS (FOLLOWERS)

Hadrat Abu Hurairah (Radi Allaghu Ta'ala Anhu)
narrated ALLAAH's messenger as saying,"When you
come to the Salaah and we are prostrating ourselves
(in sajdah), you must prostrate yourselves without
reckoning it as part of your Salaah; and if anyone is
present at your Ruku he has been present at your
Salaah “ [Abu Dawud]

Hadrat Abu Hurairah (Radi Allaahu Ta'ala Anhu)
narrated ALLAAH's messenger as saying, “The Imam
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is appointed only to be followed, so when he says
‘ALLAAH is most great ‘say i (ALLAAH is most
great) and when he recites from QURAN loudly, listen
to it quietly” [Abu Dawud etc]

Hadrat Abu Hurairah (Radi Allaahu Ta'ala Anhu)
narrated Allah’s messenger as saying,” Do not try to
go ahead of the Imam. When he says #. (ALLAAH
is most great) say /74 (ALLAAH is most great) when
he says -Zwiu. (Nor of those who err) say 27 (Amin;
when he bows, bow; and when he says
waz o (ALLAAH listen to him who praises him) and
say,de.4 (O ALLAAH, our lord, to Thee be the
praise)” [Bukhari; Muslim]

ATTENDING THE JAMMAH

Hadrat Abu Qatada (Radi Allaahu Ta'ala Anhu) he
narrated that once we were performing Salaah along
with the Prophet when he heard the rapid movement
of feet. When he finished the Salaah, he inquired as
to what was the matter. The people said, we were
hastening to join the Salaah. The prophet said, Never
do so again. When you come for Salaah, and, say as
much of the prayer with congregation as you can get
and complete the rest by yourselves. [Bukhari]

Hadrat Aisha (Radi Allaahu Ta'ala Anhu) narrated
the Prophet as saying, “If any of you breaks wind
during Salaah, he should hold his nose and withdraw.”

[Abu Dawud]

PRECEDING THE IMAM IN RAISING ONE'S
HEAD FROM SAJDAH

Hadrat Abu Hurairah (Radi Allaahu Ta'ala Anhu)
narrated ALLAAH'S messenger as saying, “ Does he
who raises his head before the Imam not fear that
ALLAAH may change his head into a donkey's?
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URGE FOR RELIEVING HIMSELF

Hadrat Abdullah bin Argam narrated that he heard
ALLAAH messenger say, " When the time for Salaah
comes and one of you needs to relieve himself, he
should do that first.” [Tirmizi-—-Abu Dawud]

STRAIGHTENING THE ROWS

Hadrat An-Numan bin Bashir (Radi Allaahu Ta'ala
Anhu) narrated: ALLAAH messenger used to
straighten our rows as if he were trying to make him
as straight as arrows until he saw that we had learnt
it from him. One day he came out, stood up, and was
just about to say ALLAAH is most great when he saw
a man whose chest projected from the row, so he
said, “Servants of ALLAAH, you must straighten your
rows, or ALLAAH will certainly put your faces in
contrary directions. [Muslim—Mariful Hadis]
Hadrat Abu Masud al-Ansari (Radi Allaahu Ta'ala
Anhu) narrated: ALLAAR's messenger used to touch
our shoulders at the Salaah and say, "keep straight,
do not be irregular and so have your hearts irregular.
Let those of you who are learned and prudent be near
me, and then those who are next to them.”

Muslim]

ARRANGEMENT OF ROWS

Hadrat Abu Malik al-Ashari narrated: | must tell you
when ALLAAH's messenger conducted prayer. He
said that he had the lgamah announced, drew the
men up in line and drew up the youths behind them,
then led them in Salaah (mentioning how he conducted
ity then said: “Thus is the Salaah of my people”
[Abu Dawud]

IMAM SHOULD BE IN THE MIDDLE
Hadrat Abu Hurairah (Radi Allaahu Ta'ala Anhu)
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namated ALLAAH's messenger as saying, "Have the
imam in the centre and close up the gaps.”
[Abu Davwud]

ROOM FOR ONE OR TWO MUQTADIS

Hadrat Jabir (Radi Allaahu Ta'ala Anhu) narrated,
“ALLAAH's messenger stood up to Salaah and | came
and stood at his left side, so he took my hand, turned
me round and set me at his right side. Then Jabbar
bin Sakhr came and stood at ALLAAH's messenger's
left, so he took us both by the hand, pushed me back,
and made us stand behind him.

Muslim]

GUIDE LINES IN RESPECT OF THE MOSQUE

When you go to the mosque you should keep the
following instructions in mind and this should be done
all the five times:

(1) Leaving home for every Salaah after having
performed ablution [Bukhari]

(2) Leaving home with the niyyah to perform
the Salaah (i.e. the real and prior intention
should be for Salaah only. [Bukhari]

(3) Leaving aside all worldly activities on hearing
the Aazan as if one had no concern with
them at all. [Tirmizi, Nashrut-Tib]

(4) Saying the following suplication on leaving
home and on the way to the mosque.

(i Altly N 95059 e &3 51‘51,}%
In the name of ALLAAH, | put my trust in ALLAAH,
there is no powver or strenght save with him. [Tinmizi]

(5) According to traditions, the following Dua
(supplication) may be recited while going
on way to the mosque. Seventy thousand
angels pray for him who says it.
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(By the right bestowed on those who beg of Thee and
by the right which Thy worshippers carry with Thy
authority, | proclaim that | have not set out with any
intention of vanity or pride or grandeur or ostentation,
but for the fear or Thy anger and to seek Thy pleasure
and | ask Thee to shelter me from the Fire (of Hell)
and to forgive my sins, for there is surely none else
than Thee who pardons sins). [lbn Majah]

(6) Walk with dignity, taking rather small steps
while going for Salaah, for these steps are
counted and there is a reward for each step.

[Al-Targhib]

(7Y While entering the mosque, take out the left
foot from the shoe and put it on the shoe:
then take out the right foot from the shoe
and step into the mosque.

(8) Abstain from talking about unnecessary
worldly affairs; recite the QURAAN and
remember ALLAAH (Zikar) in low voice if
others are saying their Salaah; do not spit
towards the QIBLAH, do not stretch you
legs towards the QIBLAH, refrain from
singing; neither search for things inside the
mosque that might have been lost outside,
nor make any announcement about it;
abstain form playing with the clothes or
other things; do not interlock the fingers; in
short do not do anything against the dignity
of the mosque. [Tabarani-Musnad Ahmed]

(9) Make sure of joining the prayers with the
congregation at the point of Takbir-1-
Tahrimah. [Muslim)]






